
 

 

 

 

 

May 2, 2025 

 

The Honorable Tom Cole 

Chairman 

Committee on Appropriations 

H-305, the Capitol 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

The Honorable Rosa DeLauro 

Ranking Member 

Committee on Appropriations 

1036 Longworth HOB 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

Dear Chairman Cole and Ranking Member DeLauro: 

I am requesting funding for the Development of the Center of Excellence in Environmental 

Forecasting (CoEEF) in Fiscal Year 2026. The entity to receive funding for this project is the 

Virginia Institute of Marine Sciences (VIMS) at the College of William and Mary, located at 

1370 Greate Road, Gloucester Point, Virginia 23062. The funding would be used to purchase a 

high-performance computing cluster and to develop IT programming to disseminate forecasting 

and modeling tools for use by policy makers, community leaders, and the public. This project is 

an appropriate use of taxpayers funds because the proposed CoEEF would expand the reach of 

the research and outcome-driven scientific solutions produced by VIMS, such as their world-

class development of coastal and estuarine environmental forecasting. This funding will create 

cost savings for local, state, and federal agencies by developing strategies for resilience, support 

effective emergency response and mitigation planning, and provide data and expertise to millions 

of Americans living and working in coastal areas. 

The project has a federal nexus because the funding provided is for purposes described in 15 

U.S.C. 272. 

I certify that I have no financial interest in this project and neither does anyone in my immediate 

family. 

I hope that you will consider this request as your develop the Fiscal Year 2026 appropriations 

bills.  

 

Sincerely, 



 

Robert J. Wittman 

Member of Congress 

 


