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May 2, 2025
The Honorable Tom Cole The Honorable Rosa DeLauro
Chairman Ranking Member
Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations
H-305, the Capitol 1036 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Cole and Ranking Member DeLauro:

I am requesting funding for the Physical and Cyber Security Improvements for Public Water
System project in Fiscal Year 2026. The entity to receive funding for this project is the City of
Williamsburg located at 401 Lafayette Street, Williamsburg, Virginia 23185. This funding would
be used to increase the physical and cyber security infrastructure around key locations where
water resources are stored and treated. Physical security uses include the installation and upgrade
of lighting, fencing, monitoring equipment, and access control mechanisms. Cyber security
upgrades would include network infrastructure replacement, server storage upgrades, and cyber
vulnerability identification and mitigation.

This project is an appropriate use of taxpayer funds because at an increasingly high rate, bad
actors are attempting to infiltrate and disrupt critical infrastructure across the United States.
State-sponsored cyber groups, near-peer adversaries, and non-state organizations continue to test
both the cyber and physical defenses of water, energy, transportation, and other critical sectors in
an attempt to disrupt our way of life, cause financial hardship, and incite fear and panic. By
strengthening cyber defenses at our water infrastructure facilities, such as those operated by the
City of Williamsburg, taxpayers will not be forced to foot the bill if and when these systems are
compromised and tens of thousands of Virginians are without clean drinking water.

This project has a federal nexus because the funding provided is for purposes authorized by
Section 1452 of the Safe Drinking Water Act, 42 U.S.C. 300;-12.

I certify that I have no financial interest in this project and neither does anyone in my immediate
family.

I hope that you will consider this request as your develop the Fiscal Year 2026 appropriations
bills.



Sincerely,

Robert J. Wittman
Member of Congress



