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60TH ANNIVERSARY OF CORDOVA 
RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT 

HON. AMI BERA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 19, 2018 

Mr. BERA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to com-
memorate the 60th anniversary of the Cordova 
Recreation and Park District. 

Established by popular vote of the residents 
in 1958, the Cordova Recreation and Park 
District (CRPD) now serves approximately 
120,000 residents in Sacramento County. In 
1962, the CRPD opened Cordova Community 
Center within Cordova Community Park, one 
of its first three parks. 

Both the park and the center were renamed 
after Paul Hagan, the first Administrator of the 
CRPD. It was Mr. Hagan’s idea to open a 
community center located close to schools in 
the area so that the center could be mutually 
supportive of the schools with their programs 
and facilities. Under Mr. Hagan’s leadership, 
the CRPD expanded from three parks to six, 
doubling in size. The co-location of schools 
and parks became a model for California and 
the rest of the country. 

The CRPD currently operates over 40 parks 
and facilities and they most recently opened 
Heron Landing Community Park in 2017. 

Mr. Speaker, I invite my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating the Cordova Recreation 
and Park District on 60 years of outstanding 
contributions to our community, and wish them 
luck as they continue to grow and provide safe 
spaces for future generations of Sacramento 
County residents. 

f 

HONORING BISHOP RICHARD J. 
GARCIA 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 19, 2018 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the life of the Most Reverend Rich-
ard John Garcia, bishop of the Diocese of 
Monterey. Bishop Garcia lived a long life, filled 
with God and God’s children. His service to 
the central coast of California and love for all 
people will be missed. 

Bishop Garcia was the son of immigrants 
from Mexico who wanted to give their children 
a better life. That American Dream was ful-
filled when Bishop Garcia became a priest in 
1973 and pursued further doctoral studies in 
Dogmatic Theology in Rome from 1980 to 
1984. After serving multiple dioceses in Cali-
fornia, Bishop Garcia was named fourth 
bishop of Diocese of Monterey by Pope Bene-
dict XVI. 

When Bishop Garcia would see you, he 
would grab you and he would not look through 
you, but at you. It was then that you would 
feel his love and divine spirit for every man. 

He welcomed everyone who entered his 
church but also those who entered this coun-
try. He did not just care about people, but also 
the future of our planet, as an early supporter 
of a power plan which promoted and provided 
renewable energy to our community. 

As recounted by the Diocese of Monterey 
and known by anyone to have had the pleas-
ure of knowing Bishop Garcia, he had a spe-
cial concern for the poor, the incarcerated, mi-
grant workers and immigrant communities. He 
always had time for his priests, deacons, reli-
gious, seminarians, and the people of God 
throughout the Diocese of Monterey, espe-
cially children with special needs. He was 
proud of his Mexican-American heritage and 
the diversity of cultures that are represented in 
the Church. 

Saint Junipero Serra, another eminent priest 
from the Central Coast, encouraged followers 
of God to ‘‘always go forward and never turn 
back.’’ As we look back on the life of Richard 
Garcia, we know that his spirit, love, and guid-
ance provides us with the divinity to always go 
forward. Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
join me in celebrating the life of Bishop Rich-
ard John Garcia. 

f 

CONGRATULATING DEVIN 
ROBERSON OF THE JEFFERSON 
CITY JAYS 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 19, 2018 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Devin Roberson of the Jefferson 
City Jays for his first-place finish in the Discus 
Field Event at the 2018 Missouri Class 5 State 
Track and Field Championship. 

Devin and his coach should be commended 
for all of their hard work throughout this past 
year and for bringing home the state cham-
pionship to their school and community. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing Devin 
Roberson for a job well done. 

f 

CONGRESS SHOULD STAY IN 
SESSION UNTIL THE JOB IS DONE 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 19, 2018 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am dis-
appointed that Congress plans to adjourn for 
August recess without addressing critical 
issues important to the American people. I ap-
preciate that district work periods allow Mem-
bers to visit with folks back in their community, 
but it is now becoming a habit for Congress to 
abandon a long ‘‘to do’’ list in the rush to get 
out of town. This August is no exception. 

Unfortunately, Congress has not done its 
job. It has not completed the work of the peo-

ple; including budgeting and critical national 
security legislation. Our constituents expect us 
to stay and finish the job. As I requested of 
the Speaker in June, let’s clear our schedules 
and—in the strongest possible terms—and 
stay in Washington for the month of August to 
finish the business of the people. 

As I have said in previous years as we ap-
proach the August recess, I’m prepared to 
stay in Washington as long as it takes. These 
issues are too important to delay. 

f 

HONORING RETIRED DEPUTY FIRE 
CHIEF STU CAVUTO, JASON 
WHEELER AND MELANIE 
MASCATO 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 19, 2018 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor retired Deputy Fire Chief Stu Cavuto, 
Jason Wheeler, and Melanie Mascato, for their 
actions to help save the life of a young father 
on Father’s Day. 

While running an errand this Father’s Day, 
Deputy Fire Chief Cavuto and Mr. Wheeler 
were alerted to an emergency situation when 
their vehicle was flagged down by Ms. 
Mascato. After pulling over to the side of the 
road, the two learned that a young father was 
without a pulse after overdosing on heroin in-
side a nearby car. Acting immediately, the trio 
called for an ambulance and began to prepare 
the man for CPR by extracting him from his 
car and bringing him to the adjacent lawn. 
However, before they were able to begin ad-
ministering CPR the man’s pulse and breath-
ing suddenly returned. Shortly thereafter, para-
medics arrived on the scene and transported 
the man to a local hospital. 

Hearing of the actions taken by these three 
individuals reaffirms my belief in the inherent 
kindness of strangers and further motivates 
me to work with my colleagues in Congress to 
pass legislation that combats the opioid epi-
demic. 

Today, I am proud to honor Stu Cavuto, 
Jason Wheeler, and Melanie Mascato for tak-
ing actions to save the life of a young father. 
In the future, I hope that we can look toward 
these good Samaritans as inspiration and rally 
around all efforts to help those struggling with 
opioid addictions. 

f 

LEONARD PERLMUTTER 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 19, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor Leonard Michael 
Perlmutter, a great Coloradan and a wonderful 
husband, father, grandfather, great-grand-
father, uncle and cousin. 
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Leonard Perlmutter, born October 16, 1925 

to Phil and Belle Perlmutter in Denver, Colo-
rado died July 8, 2018 in Denver. Leonard (or 
‘‘Len’’ or ‘‘Laz’’ as he was known to many) 
was married for 66 years to his college sweet-
heart Alice and they had three children Ed 
(Nancy), Joe, and Cassie (Joe Levi), six 
grandchildren (Alexis, Abby, Zoe, Ian, Aaron 
and Braden) and one great-granddaughter 
(Lily). He was predeceased by his mother and 
father, his sister Ann Reinstein, brother Jack, 
and sister Roz Altenberg. 

Laz was a lifelong Coloradan and lived in 
Denver and Jefferson County. He attended 
Colfax Elementary, Lake Junior High, West 
High School and the University of Colorado at 
Boulder. He played all manner of sports from 
baseball to tennis to skiing to squash and 
handball. As a kid, he fished pretty much 
every stream Colorado has to offer. 

Laz was a true citizen of the West in busi-
ness and civic matters. In 1951, with family 
members and a close friend, he helped start 
and build Perlmutter and Sons, a prestressed 
and precast concrete company. Perlmutter 
and Sons became Prestressed Concrete of 
Colorado before eventually becoming Stanley 
Structures, which spanned the Rocky Moun-
tain West, Texas, Arizona and Canada, and 
employed more than 2,000 people. Laz served 
as CEO of Stanley Structures for many years. 
It was a union business from top to bottom 
and was instrumental in building thousands of 
structures including airports, resorts, roads 
and bridges, federal and state installations and 
laboratories, military bases, apartments, ware-
houses, office buildings, shopping centers, 
and hospitals. 

Laz was a dedicated ambassador for Na-
tional Jewish Health for more than 40 years. 
He became a member of the Board of Direc-
tors in 1978 and served in a variety of key 
leadership roles, including as Chairman of the 
Board of Directors from 1983 to 1986. He was 
on the Executive Committee of the Board 
since 1980 and a Lifetime Director and even 
served as interim President and CEO from 
1991 through 1993. 

Laz’s other civic engagements included: life-
time member of the Colorado Forum; Chair-
man of the Denver Symphony; Chairman of 
the international trade and standards organiza-
tion called Prestressed/Precast Concrete Insti-
tute; Chairman of the Santa Fe Opera; Board 
Member of the Foothills Art Center; Trustee of 
the National Renewable Energy Laboratory; 
Board Member of Colorado National Bank 
Shares; President and Chairman of Colorado 
Open Lands; President of Reed Street Ele-
mentary and Wheat Ridge Junior High PTA’s; 
precinct committee man and district captain for 
the Democratic Party in Jefferson County; 
head of Economic Development in the Roy 
Romer Administration; Chairman of the Uni-
versity of Colorado Foundation; and Board 
Member of the Foundation for Colorado Com-
munity Colleges. He also taught graduate 
courses in political science at the University of 
Colorado at Denver as an adjunct professor. 

He loved and respected everyone, no mat-
ter their station in life or their background. He 
had time for everyone, especially his family 
and friends. Laz was a Democrat from the top 
of his head to the tips of his toes. Even so he 
had friends all over the political spectrum. He 
was egalitarian and community-minded. He 
had a great sense of humor with a big wide 
smile and a twinkle in his eye for just about 
everyone. 

On behalf of my family and the people of 
Colorado, I extend my deepest appreciation to 
Leonard Perlmutter for his dedication to and 
good works for his community and for his love 
of Colorado, the mountains and his family. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 19, 2018 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, on July 16, 
2018, I was absent from the House and 
missed Roll Call votes 329 and 330. 

Had I been present for Roll Call 329, on 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 
4946, to designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 1075 North 
Tustin Street in Orange, California, as the 
‘‘Specialist Trevor A. Win’E Post Office’’, I 
would have voted ‘‘Yes.’’ 

Had I been present for Roll Call 330, on 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 
4960, To designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at 511 East 
Walnut Street in Columbia, Missouri, as the 
‘‘Spc. Sterling William Wyatt Post Office Build-
ing’’, I would have voted ‘‘Yes.’’ 

f 

CONGRATULATING ANDREW 
SCHNEIDER 

HON. ROD BLUM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 19, 2018 

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate Andrew Schneider who attained the 
Eagle Scout Award. Becoming an Eagle 
Scout, the highest rank in the Boy Scouts, has 
only been accomplished by approximately four 
percent of all Boy Scouts. The process re-
quires earning at least 21 merit badges which 
takes years to fulfill. 

Receiving his Eagle Scout rank dem-
onstrates that he is a strong, dedicated, and 
proven leader. With this accomplishment, it is 
my hope he will continue to serve as a role 
model for younger boy scouts. Thank you to 
Mr. Schneider for making a positive impact in 
northeast Iowa. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. NANETTE DIAZ BARRAGÁN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 19, 2018 

Ms. BARRAGÁN. Mr. Speaker, on July 18, 
2018, I mistakenly voted against amendment 
No. 51 to H.R. 6147, the Interior, Environment, 
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, of-
fered by Representative RUBEN GALLEGO of 
Arizona. I intended to vote in favor of the 
amendment. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JERRY McNERNEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 19, 2018 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, during Roll 
Call Vote number 358, I mistakenly recorded 
my vote as nay when I should have voted aye. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GERALDO ‘‘JERRY’’ 
PUGA 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 19, 2018 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to Geraldo ‘‘Jerry’’ 
Puga, who passed away in California on Sat-
urday, July 7, 2018. Jerry was a small busi-
ness owner in the City of Corona, an active 
member of our community, and he will be 
deeply missed. 

As a young child, Jerry’s family lived in 
Alberhill where his father worked in clay prod-
ucts manufacturing. The Pug as moved to Co-
rona when Jerry was 10. When he was fin-
ished with school, he followed his father into 
clay manufacturing. Later, Jerry began his ca-
reer in floor coverings at Larry Graebner’s Fur-
niture in Corona. In 1960, Jerry and his part-
ner, the late Frank Addleman, opened the 
doors to Jerry & Frank’s Carpets in Corona. 
For over 50 years, Jerry spent his professional 
life in the carpet/floor covering business. 

While conducting business at a local bank, 
Jerry met Andrea Martinez, whom he married 
in 1970. They became business partners, with 
Andrea instituting home decorating. The busi-
ness changed its name to Jerry Carpets & In-
teriors and opened in the Corona Mall. Jerry 
was an active member of the Corona Rotary 
and participated in numerous local charitable 
causes. After serving customers in six dec-
ades, Jerry retired in 2008. The Corona 
Chamber of Commerce honored Jerry in Janu-
ary 2018 with its Lifetime Achievement Award. 

I extend my heartfelt condolences to Andrea 
Puga, the entire Puga family, his friends, and 
everyone fortunate enough to know Jerry. Al-
though Jerry may be gone, the many contribu-
tions he made to our community will have a 
lasting impact. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE BICENTENNIAL 
OF PLAIN CITY, OHIO 

HON. STEVE STIVERS 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 19, 2018 

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today on 
behalf of the people of Ohio’s 15th Congres-
sional District to recognize the bicentennial of 
Plain City, Ohio. Since Dr. Isaac Bigelow first 
made his way to Central Ohio from Pennsyl-
vania, Plain City has exemplified many of our 
nation’s core values. 

In the early 1800s, the few residents of 
Pleasant Valley began to witness change and 
growth for their town. From a single log build-
ing on Post Road known as Travelers Inn and 
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