First District Health Care Advisory Council Meeting Summary
Fredericksburg, VA

Monday, August 23, 2010
_______________________________________
Meeting Summary:

Constituents at the Health Care Advisory Council expressed concern regarding the current status of healthcare, specifically concerned with Medicare and how current reform has done nothing to contain costs. Concerns arose for the transiently funded Medicaid mandates for states. Congressman Wittman provided an update on legislative issues in Congress, and he expects one of the top issues to consider this upcoming 112th Congress is the current healthcare bill. In June 2010, Congressman Wittman supported a House bill enacting a 2.2 percent increase in the Medicare physician reimbursement rate from June-November 2010. Constituents and Congressman Wittman alike agreed that there needs to be significant change made to Medicare. 
Other concerns brought up by constituents were for creating incentives for Medicare consumers and physicians. Constituent frustrations were expressed towards forced Medicare coverage. Ideas were brought forth for creating an incentive for consumers to have long-term health insurance, and for creating a Medicare budget that allows consumers to choose how benefits are spent. Congressman Wittman also discussed with constituents the need for accountability in healthcare organizations. Constituents believe there should be a system in place overall for rewarding consumer and physician for preventative medicines, especially if the interest is geared towards promoting good health and cost containment. Congressman Wittman is deeply concerned with the entirety of healthcare as it now exists. 
