First District Environmental Advisory Council Meeting Summary
Tappahannock, VA

Monday, August 16, 2010

_______________________________________
Meeting Summary:

Constituents at the Environmental Advisory Council expressed concern regarding the Chesapeake Bay and the effects that the oil spill in the Gulf has had on Virginians and the states’ waterways. Congressman Wittman updated constituents on current legislation in the House, including Senator Cardin’s Chesapeake Clean Water and Ecosystem Restoration Act, as well as Reps. Goodlatte/Holden bill. Congressman Wittman has yet to sign onto either bill because he believes that there needs to be a middle ground providing measureable requirements to be attained within a reasonable timeframe. His focus is on water quality standards and continuing to examine the health of Virginia’s waterways through continued scientific research. Congressman Wittman is hopeful that there will be a bill passed before the end of the 111th Congress, on which both parties can agree.
Constituents brought up concerns with requirements for fertilizer and the effect thereof on the Chesapeake Bay. Congressman Wittman indicated that businesses will increase implementation of “green” practices as the economy trends in that direction. Ideas from constituents were brought forth in hopes to find an answer on how to regulate what gets put into the Bay, but also on effective and successful ways to educate home owners on the contents of soil. Congressman Wittman endeavors to implement legislation to endorse a clean and environmentally-friendly Chesapeake Bay. He understands that the greatest weakness of governmental oversight for previous bills was the assumption of implementation, and his deepest concern is that the proper accountability be set in place, specifically for the targets of the agriculture industry.
Other concerns were geared towards the Gulf oil spill as its aftermath has had a significant effect on Virginia’s seafood industry. Congressman Wittman has met with the FDA who says that the oil dispersants are being monitored, but what he sees necessary is follow-up to determine exactly the reasons behind this disaster. Congressman Wittman, although deeply concerned with the cleanup of oil in the Gulf, also recognized the economic opportunity for Virginia’s seafood industry to grow and expand.
