First District Veterans’ Advisory Council Meeting April 7, 2009

5:00 pm

Yorktown, VA office of Rep. Rob Wittman

Overview of legislative issues in 111th Congress:

There was discussion of president’s proposal to require wounded vets to take care of their own healthcare.  After much debate and outrage from veteran’s groups across the country, the issue was dropped.

The administration wants to reduce number of aircraft carriers from 11 to 10.

Discussions ongoing concerning 5 vs. 4 year construction schedule on carrier construction.  This could have dire consequences for the workforce.  There is support within HASC to maintain the five year construction schedule.

Rep. Wittman reviewed several bills he has co sponsored concerning vet’s affairs.
When congress reconvenes after the Easter recess:

Will examine ways to improve VA Dept’s services to better meet Vet’s needs.
DOD Budget status: there are efforts to cut the DOD budget over next few years;  presently budget has been increased to 5%; and this is less of an increase in DOD’s budget than for any other agencies.  There are concerns about the level of future funding for DOD’s programs.
Meeting attendees discussions included:

Disabled veteran’s claims’ take time—suggestions to streamline included instituting an automated claims system.
Improve educational benefits for vets; also enhance the Transition Assistance Program (TAP) -- how it can be improved.
Concerns about F-22 cutbacks.  Indian, Chinese airforce among others are catching up technologically.
Concerns about preparation for conflicts against other modern armies, navies and air forces:  will we be able to fight conflicts on multiple fronts?   There are significant challenges on today’s battlefield and constantly changing adversaries.
There needs to be a fundamental overhaul of our approach to procurement, acquisition and contracting systems.
There is currently a lack of skilled technicians needed to support the manufacture of carriers/tanks/aircraft.
The government doesn’t put enough money into research; there is significant lack of funding for aeronautics research.
Problems with DFAS (Defense Finance Accounting Service) were discussed and approaches to fix them considered.
Several attendees addressed that the VA needs to do more to followup with men and women in uniform after their discharge from the service.  Some pointed out the prevalence of suicides –  and that we need to recognize the critical nature of wounded, ill and injured and needs for improved psychological health programs
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