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Mary Immaculate Community Center, Newport News and Fredericksburg Regional Chamber of Commerce, Fredericksburg
--Health care should be comprised of three things:  Reduce cost, expand access, and focus on the chronically uninsured which numbers around 15 million.

--Tort reform should become part of any health care bill.  

--Most important measure:  Address inefficiencies within the health care system and reform them.  

Constituent Concerns  

--Health care:  Is it a states’ rights issue?  States under the Constitution provide for the health and welfare of their citizens.  Does this bill usurp states’ rights?

--Ideas that are incorporated from the Republican side of the aisle:  Is it truly bipartisan if for the most part one party is writing the bill?

--Two bills from the Republicans often not heard about:  From Representative Price and Representative Ryan.  

--Trigger option within public option:  The distinction between universal access and universal coverage.  People have universal access to emergency rooms, which is the most expensive, but there is no universal coverage.  Any health care bill should focus on universal coverage.  

--Free health clinics:  Many constituents expressed concern that there was no provision for health clinics that provide services to the indigent.   Currently, there was concern no funding stream exists for these important clinics. 

--One constituent expressed concern that these health clinics currently have “no voice.”  Congressman Wittman.   

--Congressman Wittman expressed support for funding free health clinics.  

--There should be sunset provisions that ensure accountability.  

--Concerns over current version of health care bills include the idea that there is no judicial review of decisions made by administrative agencies.  

--How are health savings accounts affected?  There was uncertainty about how those would be affected in the health care reform bills.  

---“Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing”—there seems to be a lot of concern that the health care bills are a guise for government run health care.  

